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1-2 Peter; 1-3 John 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

1 PETER 

Title, Author, and Date 

 1 Peter is named for its author, the Apostle Peter, who penned this letter around 64 A.D. 

Background 

 Peter was called to be a disciple early in the ministry of Jesus and is considered the spokesman for the Twelve; 

he, along with James and John, formed the “inner circle” of Jesus 

 Peter’s humanity is plainly on display in the Gospels 

 He was an instrumental leader in the evangelization of the Jews following the ascension of Christ 

 According to tradition, Peter was forced to watch his wife be crucified; tradition also teaches that Peter did not 

deem himself worthy to be crucified in the same manner as Jesus, and was thus crucified upside down around 67-

68 A.D. 

 The readers of 1 Peter lived in Asia Minor north of the Taurus mountains; they were Gentiles, even though the 

bulk of Peter’s ministry took place with the Jews 

 1 Peter is not addressed to a single congregation; it is likely, then, that Peter intended it to be circulated among 

many churches 

Themes/Features/Characteristics of Philemon 

 Persecution 

 The city of Rome burned in July 64 A.D. 

 Romans believed their emperor, Nero, had se the city on fire, probably because of his incredible lust to 

build; in order to build more, he had to destroy what already existed 

 The Romans, along with their culture and elements of their religious life, were devastated; resentment 

toward the emperor ran high, and Nero needed a scapegoat 

 Nero blamed the Christians, who were already hated because they were associated with the Jews, and 

because they were seen as being hostile to the Roman culture; Nero spread the word that the Christians had 

set the fire 

 Persecution resulted; Peter wrote to encourage his readers as they endured the persecution 

 He taught them how to live victoriously in the midst of hostility without losing hope, without becoming 

bitter, while trusting in the Lord, and while looking forward to His second coming 

 He tried to impress upon them that by living an obedient, victorious life under persecution and hardship, a 

Christian can actually evangelize a hostile world 

 Demand for Holiness 

 Peter appealed to his readers to respond to God’s great gift of salvation by living a life of holiness because 

God Himself is holy 
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 They were to demonstrate holiness by reverent fear of the Lord, by loving one another deeply, by ridding 

their lives of all hindrances, and by craving the strength that God’s written Word could give them 

 Living Stones 

 Peter described believers as “living stones” in God’s new temple 

 As living stones they offer to God sacrifices influenced by the character of the Holy Spirit 

 Jesus is the cornerstone and all who trust in this chosen cornerstone will never experience disappointment 

 Believers comprise a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people 

 They are to live a life that demonstrates the work of the God who called them from darkness to light 

 Christian Witness in the World 

 On the negative side, believers were constantly to keep away from all sinful passions 

 On the positive side, their good lives were to commend the Christian faith and thereby be an influence to 

lead to the conversion of unbelievers 

 Jesus’ Descent into Hell 

 In chapter 3, Peter writes of Christ preaching to the spirits in prison 

 Possible meanings include: 

 During the time between His death and resurrection, Jesus descended in disembodied form into hell to 

proclaim His triumph over the demonic spirits whom God had imprisoned there because of their 

corrupting the human race at the time of Noah, just before the flood 

 Jesus preached after the resurrection when He was “alive in the Spirit” 

 It does not mean that those in hell were offered a second chance; Jesus did not preach to them about 

repentance and forgiveness 

 The point of the passage may well be that Just as God vindicated Christ before the very spirits who had tried 

to thwart the history of redemption, so also God will someday vindicate Christians before their persecutors 

2 PETER 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Same as 1 Peter 

Background 

 A clear destination audience is difficult to determine, but it is reasonable to think he wrote to the same audience 

as in 1 Peter 

 1 Peter, ministering especially to suffering Christians, focuses on the imminent return of Christ as a means of 

encouraging the Christians 

 2 Peter, dealing with scoffers and false teachers, emphasizes the reasons why the imminent return of Christ has 

not yet occurred 

 Since the time of his first letter, Peter has obviously become increasingly concerned about false teachers who 

were infiltrating the churches he ministered to 

 2 Peter functions as a sort of last will and testament, in which Peter warns the beloved believers in Christ about 

the doctrinal dangers they were facing 
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Themes/Features/Characteristics of 2 Peter 

 Becoming a Fruitful Christian 

 Peter reminded his readers that God provides everything Christians need for spiritual life and godly living 

 Thus, he encourages his readers to develop the Christian graces of goodness, knowledge, self-control, 

perseverance, godliness, kindness, and love; fruitful Christians have an abundance of these qualities 

 The Testimony of Peter 

 Knowing he did not have much time left on earth, Peter left behind his writings as a testimony about Jesus 

 Peter insisted that his words about Jesus were not clever myths; he had been an eyewitness to the Savior 

 Scripture was also a witness and was authoritative because it was written by men “carried along by the Holy 

Spirit” 

 Warning Against False Teachers 

 Characteristics of the teachers 

 They were arrogant and insolent 

 They were dominated by lust and greed 

 Despite their promise of freedom, these false teachers only led their listeners to spiritual slavery and 

depravity 

 Although these false teachers claimed to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, their behavior showed 

that they had never been converted 

 2 Peter was written for the purpose of exposing, thwarting, and defeating the invasion of 

these false teachers into the church 

 Believers must be discerning, since these false teachers actually twist the Scriptures and deny Christ 

 By implication, believers must know the Scriptures well enough to spot and avoid false teaching; 

believers must be thinking people who study the Word for themselves; there is no greater endeavor for 

the believer than this 

 

1 JOHN 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Though the letter is technically anonymous, early church tradition that the Apostle John was the author has not 

been refute 

 An exact date cannot be determined, but it is reasonable to believe that this letter was written in the early-to-mid 

90s A.D. 

Background 

 1 John lacks the characteristic elements of a letter; it does not name an author, designate recipients, or express 

personal greetings 

 It has sermonic overtones, but was most likely a general letter written to Christians John knew well in the region 

near Ephesus; the lack of reference to recipients may be due to John’s intent that it be sent throughout the 

general area he had ministered to 
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Themes/Features/Characteristics of 1 John 

 Purpose 

 John indicates that he wrote so that his readers might have fellowship with him and that his own joy and the 

joy of the Christians he represented might be full (1:3-4) 

 He also wanted to provide a foundation for the assurance of salvation for his readers (5:13) 

 He also warned against false teachers who reflected the spirit of the Antichrist (4:1-3) 

 Determining who really is a believer 

 Most commentators agree that John provides three tests to identify those who belonged to God: 

 The test of right belief demanded that an individual believe that Jesus Christ had come in the flesh 

 Some, known as Gnostics or Docetists, were teaching that Jesus did not really have a physical body 

when He was on earth, since they believed that anything physical or material was inherently evil 

(the Docetists argued that Jesus only appeared to be human, somewhat like a ghost) 

 John insisted that Christian teaching must contain a bold proclamation that Jesus is the incarnate 

Lord; the reality of the incarnation is a theological necessity if Jesus is truly the Savior of the world, 

the One who physically died for the sins of the world 

 The test of right behavior demanded righteous living 

 John urged his readers to produce the righteousness demanded by obedient living 

 Those who truly know Jesus will be different 

 John does not teach that a single sin proves that an individual is not a Christian; he warned, 

however, that the continued practice of sin demonstrates that an individual is not a believer 

 By abiding in the sinless One, believers can expect to become more like Him; and, should believes 

sin, they will confess it as lawlessness and forsake it 

 By living a life of obedience and holiness, Christians also gain further assurance of their salvation 

 The test of right attitude demanded the evidence of brotherly love 

 Those who are genuine Christians will demonstrate true love for other believers 

 John insisted that genuine faith was expressed first in obedience to God and second in love for other 

believers 

 Love is evidence of spiritual life 

 Christ’s sacrifice for His people provided an example of selflessness that believers should copy 

 

2 JOHN 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Same as 1 John 

Background 

 2 John deals with the same issue as 1 John; false teachers influenced by the beginnings of Gnostic thought were 

threatening the church; these false teachers were trying to take advantage of the hospitality of the Christians 
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Themes/Features/Characteristics of 2 John 

 The themes of love and truth dominate 2 John 

 The purpose is to warn against showing hospitality to any false teacher 

 The false teachers were conducting an traveling ministry among John’s congregations, seeking to make converts, 

and taking advantage of Christian hospitality to advance their cause 

 Some had unwisely taken in these false teachers 

 Although John’s warning may seem to be harsh or unloving, the dangerous nature of their teaching justified such 

actions, especially since it threatened to destroy the very foundations of the faith 

 The basis of hospitality must be common love of or interest in the truth; Christians are not called to universal 

acceptance of anyone who claims to be a believer; otherwise, Christians may actually aid those who are 

attempting to destroy the basic truths of the faith  

3 JOHN 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Same as 1-2 John 

Background 

 3 John is perhaps the most personal of John’s letters; John names Gaius as the recipient, a member of one of the 

church’s under John’s oversight 

Themes/Features/Characteristics of James 

 Like 2 John, 3 John focuses on hospitality, but with a different perspective 

 John condemns the lack of hospitality shown to faithful ministers of the Word 

 The person mentioned is Diotrephes, whose desire for control and recognition caused him to create 

dissention; the problems he created were personal, rather than theological, and John had strong words for 

him 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lea and Black: The New Testament: Its Background and Message 
Carson and Moo: An Introduction to the New Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Donald Fowler 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 
Robert H. Gundry: A Survey of the New Testament 
Elmer Towns: Theology for Today 


